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Statement of Solidarity & Support
Black, Indigenous and People of Colour

Since 1986, the Alberta Association of Midwives (AAM) has been the professional body

that serves a passionate community of midwives and the midwifery profession in Alberta.
As primary health care providers, Registered Midwives deliver high-quality, safe and cost
effective pregnancy, birth and postpartum care and have been publicly funded since 2009.

Duty Bearers
The AAM acknowledges our duty to condemn and combat all forms of racism, discrimination
and violence (individual, systemic and institutional).

Rights Holders
We acknowledge that, for generations, Black, Indigenous, People of Colour (BIPOC) individuals
and communities have had and continue to have their human rights violated in Canada.

We further acknowledge that some people face multiple forms of systemic oppression that
combine, overlap or intersect. This includes people who are 2SLGBTQ+, are a religious minority,
have a disability, are neurodiverse and/or have a family structure that is non-traditional. This
intersectionality can make their lived experiences and oppression even more complex.

We recognize that overlapping systems of oppression, histories and trauma have an enduring
impact on access to health care and the ability of all people to make free, informed,
selfdetermined health care decisions.

Solidarity

We stand in solidarity with BIPOC individuals and communities. Although it should never have
been necessary, we honour their histories of resiliency and intergenerational survivance. We
support healing from historical and ongoing trauma and violence experienced within health
care settings.

Our Own Work

We have started our own work organizationally and individually. We are awakening, listening,
acting and amplifying the voices of BIPOC people and communities and are committed to
advancing the goals that they identify.

We have made mistakes and will surely make more as we learn. When we are called in or
challenged, we respond with humility and genuine regret, and we swiftly correct our errors.
We still have a long way to go on the perpetual journey to justice and equity.



We will create safe spaces for targeted midwives to have their voices centred, advocate for
inclusive and supportive education pathways, support mentorship programs, and promote
funding initiatives that assist targeted students. We will work in partnership with organizations
and individuals who can offer guidance and we will compensate fairly for labour.

Reproductive Justice Framework

We advocate that a reproductive justice framework be applied to all pregnancy, birth and
postpartum services, mental health care, educational programs and clinical practices. The
framework design must include the perspectives of and consider the lived experiences of
BIPOC midwives, student midwives, colleagues and clients.
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This Statement of Solidarity & Support is a living document that will be updated periodically as we make
progress and the external environment evolves. The statement was developed with reference to the
Canadian Association of Midwives statement Health Cannot Be Achieved Without Justice
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